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3rd Grade Curriculum

The reading portion of our literacy curriculum will be based on

a reading workshop approach. During this workshop mini-lessons

address fluency, accuracy, vocabulary, and literary elements in a wide

variety of genres. Students will then engage in any number of the

following literacy activities: independent reading using books of their

own choosing, reading with individually leveled books, partner

reading, guided reading in small groups, one on one conferencing

with the teacher, and written responses to reading.

Our word work program is a combination of Words Their Way

and other activities. This program emphasizes spelling patterns and

word meanings. We will work on contractions, compound words and

other word patterns to further support vocabulary and spelling.

With a writing workshop, students will improve their writing

styles/skills through a writer's workshop including mini-lessons and

shared time.  We introduce the students to a wide variety of writing

genres—fictional stories, biographies, opinion pieces and many more.

Grammar skills will be integrated into the writing curriculum.

Math workshop uses The Everyday Mathematics series. It is a

spiral approach, which means that topics are introduced, practiced

for a short time, and then reintroduced again and again throughout

the year. Most topics continue to be built upon as our students

progress through grade levels. There is a workbook that will allow for

guided and independent practice of skills. Multiplication will be a big

part of our math work this year.

In social studies, we will learn about many topics including:

communities, how people came to Central Illinois, our local area,

famous Illinoisans, banking, and geography skills. We will get current

events too through NBC Nightly News Kids Edition.

Science is full of hands-on activities, experiments, and

discovery are used to help students think like scientists and engage in



learning about our world. We use Mystery Science lessons. Topics

covered fall under four main areas:

⦿Weather and Climate

⦿ Forces and Interactions

⦿ Life in Ecosystems

⦿ Chick It Out

3R information

Absences

When your child is absent I record assignments missed on a paper

placed in his/her mailbox. Students have twice the number of days

they were absent to make up the work. For example, if two days are

missed, they will have four days to get the missed work turned in.

After that time, the work is considered late. Please keep in mind that

it is impossible to recreate a day in class. Much of what we do is not a

textbook/worksheet type of activity that can be sent home. Some

activities cannot be made up. Chronic absences affect learning and

success.

Assignment Notebooks and Take Home Folder

Each day the kids will be filling out their assignment notebook with

information regarding work to be completed. Please look it over

nightly and sign the bottom of it. It is your child’s responsibility to

bring it to you for signing and return it to their backpack when

homework is completed!

The Take Home Folder will come home daily too. Please do not

remove items from the folder without your child. They will know

which items need to be returned to school.

Behavior/Discipline

There is a school-wide program in place called Positive Behavior

Intervention System. In correlation with the Prairieland Mission

Statement, we have developed the following expectations for each

member of our school community:

1. We respect one another.

2. We value learning.

3. We are a hands free school.



4. We are accountable for our learning.

5. We expect excellence.

Students are given clear directions and the expectation is they will be

followed.

The 3R classroom has a whole class reward. The class can earn a clip

for responsibility when all students have their assignment notebooks

signed. When the class has done that 13 times, a class party is earned

that everyone will participate in.

We also have a ticket system to reinforce individual, positive behavior

choices. Students are rewarded tickets daily and earn more for

making good choices. Tickets go into a drawing that happens every

Friday. Students that have a ticket drawn, choose a reward with their

parent’s permission.

Birthdays

We will celebrate each child’s birthday in class with a song, birthday

bookmark and pen! Unit 5 has a no birthday treat policy but if you’d

like to send in small stickers, pencils or little goodies to help with the

celebration, there are 28 children in our classroom

Book Orders

Occasionally I will send home Scholastic Book Club order forms.

When ordering books you may order and pay online or send the order

form and a check made payable to Scholastic Books to school and I

will send it in for you. Also, write your child’s name on the order form

when returning it to school. Our classroom code is LTH26. Book

Club orders earn points for our classroom that I use to purchase

additional books for our library.

Communication

Communication is important between parents and teachers. I believe

that if we are open, honest, and mutually supportive of each other,

your child will thrive in 3rd grade! I welcome your questions and

concerns regarding your child and our classroom. It is probably

easiest to reach me by school email at raschkl@unit5.org. I check this

during the day and will respond within 24 hours. Another means of

communication is the assignment book that will come home each day.



Feel free to write notes at the bottom. You should call the school

(557-4424) for emergency messages that need to be given to your

child before the end of the day. In addition, newsletters will come

home frequently and my webpage has information for you too.

Conferences

Elementary conferences are scheduled for Monday, November 7,

2022. You do not need to schedule a conference, but you may if you

have questions for me to answer. Sign up will be available at a later

date.

Daily Schedule

We follow this general schedule daily:

Reading

Math

Word Work

Specials (Music, Art, IMC)

Lunch/Recess – 11:30 - 12:20

Writing

PE

Science/Social Studies/Social Emotional Learning

Dismissal

Specials

PE – Daily 1:15 - 1:40 Mr. Emerick

Music – T/W 10:05 - 10:30 Mr. Beirne

IMC Technology –Thurs 9:55 - 10:45 Mr. Ford

Art – Fri 9:40 - 10:30 Ms. McHenry

Gadgets and Stuff

No toys or electronic equipment is allowed in the classroom unless

given specific permission. This includes trading cards, toys or small

trinkets. Phones may be kept in backpacks, turned off during the day

and used off school property. If it is not part of our school supplies,

please keep it at home. Thank you!



Scoring

Unit 5 implements standards based grading where students earn a

rating for their work. Students earn ratings for the content and effort

level on assignments.

Rating levels are:

1 - Unable to perform the skill even with support

2 - Skill is progressing or requires prompting and support

3 - Independently able to perform the skill

4 - Proficient and the work shows complex thinking and

in-depth understanding.

If your child puts forth a good effort and completes their work daily,

they should earn solid ratings. If a low rating is earned, a student may

redo similar work and return it, for another rating. Please

communicate with me if you have questions or concerns regarding

your student’s progress.

Healthy Snacks

Your child may bring in a healthy snack each day. I ask that students

bring in a fresh fruit or vegetable snack to munch on. Raisins, dried

fruit or squeezable apple sauce are also acceptable. Please no dips or

containers where you peel back the plastic lid.

Water bottles may be brought into the classroom as long as they don’t

become a distraction.

Homework Policy

When homework is sent, it is for reinforcement and practice of the

skills we are covering in the classroom. Not only is it a good

reinforcement for your child, but it is also a great way for you to stay

informed on what we are doing in class. Students will read 20

minutes a day as homework, and I do require students to bring home

work they were unable to complete during the school day with the

expectation that it will be completed at home and returned the next

day.

Late Assignments

When an assignment is late or missing, your child will write down the

missing work in their assignment notebook. They are expected to get

the missing work turned in as soon as possible.



Newsletter

Beginning the second week of school, a newsletter will come out

bimonthly. I will send a copy home via email and post it to the class

website. This will be your main source of information on upcoming

dates and events at school and in our classroom.

Parties

We will celebrate three parties: Fall Festival, Holiday and Valentine’s

Day. These parties build common experiences and the children enjoy

them!  Parental involvement is what makes these parties so much fun.

You’ll be receiving information at a later date about classroom

parties.

Reading at Home

Reading improves by reading! Because of this, I require 20 minutes

of reading outside of school each day. You may read with your child,

or have them read on their own. I do not require a calendar to be

completed or a form to be filled in. Please let your child see you

reading at home too!

State Testing Dates

The children will be taking standardized tests throughout the year.

FastBridge standardized testing:

(Fall) Going on now!

(Winter) November - December

(Spring) April - May

IAR testing: March/April

I will send specific dates home in the newsletters so you can plan

around these important times.

Weather attire

3R will get outside as often as possible. Please be sure your child has

clothing appropriate for the weather. My rule of thumb is jackets are

required if the temperature is below 60 degrees F.

3R webpage



My web page can be located through Prairieland’s web page. I post

newsletters, class photos, fun websites and more. Be sure to check it

out!

Your Child’s Progress

You are able to check your child’s grades online whenever you wish. I

keep the gradebook as up to date as possible so you can see how your

child is progressing throughout the year.

The gradebook is designed to show that your child is making

progress, learning, growing, and maturing. If those things are

happening, and they are meeting or exceeding expectations, then they

are where they need to be!

It is the goal that third graders will master the learning targets by the

year’s end. Please encourage best effort and celebrate successes.

I am looking forward to a fun year at the 3R campsite!

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions:

raschkl@unit5.org


